Literature is a reflection of human life. The interrelation between the human mind and the society reflect in the literature, if not consciously, at least unconsciously. Authors registered their traces in their writing, which are hidden within their inner heart. For instance, Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937), is a novel which registers the unconscious impression of African American struggling of Hurston's inner heart, through the characterization of Janie Crawford, the protagonist of the novel. By taking the lessons from Janie, the present age women should come out of their sophistication zone, to get the determination and tolerance for handling own life challenges, rather than emotionally inferior.
INTRODUCTION
Human beings are social mules. Social set up changes from age to age, place to place and in all kinds of human circumstances. Regarding their own history, men recorded the historic documentation, through the literary influences. So, people started writing. The art of writing provides meaning for human existence, through the exploration of knowledge progression. The purpose of writing in older ages is to document the historical evidences, with artistic composition for teaching their society discipline and traditional values, to the descendants; it cannot be destructed, even by the invaders. If it is recorded in any other scriptures, it might be devasted or vanquished. Thus, the pioneers of literature established the strongest roots, for their descendants through unconscious knowledge and The author emphasizes a literary art to compose and to portray reality, in the form of simplest narration and events with the construction in philosophy. According to a writer, reality lays on his consciousness and his imaginative world. The world consists with his/her personal experiences and fantasies. But, it is excluded from the existing reality. The existing reality is huge, unstable, chaotic, confusable and uncertainties. By using the raw Impact Factor (JCC):5.9876 NAAS Rating: 3.12
implementations, ideas and thoughts, the author constructs the plot, characters, intricacies and cohesive situations.
A literary art is a medium of communication. It connects the society and a mind state of an individual. Through the words of narrator, the author projects this world in a different point of view, rather than himself. It is an unconscious autobiography of the writer. It helps readers for expressing his/her unconscious self, which existed at the inner-self, along the coupled contemporary social experiences. Sometimes, it serves as a reflection of rude realities of the age. In African American novels, it could be obviously witnessed, all the serious historical evidences of that society got barely exposed.
The moral values of the particular community may vary according to the people and the changing trends. In historical perspective, an age reflects the traces of its previous age and the key factor, to its following age. Men belonging to a particular age need to accommodate with the present age. He should navigate life to all of the present scenarios. All these adjustments have expected from a man, to express himself as a perfect social mule of that particular age. Amidst these, he is deviated from his own self in all kinds of adjustments. For the sake of the perfection, he sacrifices and searches A writer herself, Walker discovers the writing of Zora Neale Hurston, while working in discovery, Hurston had become a great influence on the Walker's later work. In the words of Freeman, "though separated by place and time, these two Black women writers, inevitably it seems, were drawn together, and Zora Hurston became an important influence in Alice Walker's life" (451). Walker has confessed the best book she had ever read was Their Eyes Were Watching God.
Hurston's attempt to present the fullness of Black people, but she was misjudged and misunderstood by her contemporary people. Hurston was harshly criticized for presenting African American people without a purpose, talking and laughing, not doing anything, which, according to critics portray the Black people in a negative way, and a laughing matter to White people. Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God offers in reality a complex representation of Black culture where she is able to show the diversity of Black people.
Zora's Their Eyes Were Watching God, was criticized by both White and Black men. Hurston neglects the racial essentiality rather than humanity. The only difference between the races, according to Hurston was the color of their skin.
But Hurston had strong connections to her southern roots, which is evident in Their Eyes Were Watching God, where she celebrates and documents African American culture, though the novel addresses the themes of romance, community rituals, race relations, gender roles as well as women's sexuality and identity. She celebrates the complexities of women, which Lester claims that Black women were denied historically, political and literary.
Hurston is a more productive writer than any of her African-American predecessors. In the beginning of her writing career, Zora Neale Hurston, as an African American woman forced the oscillations to express herself as a woman and to express herself as a writer because that was male-dominated profession and according to American literary circle, might never bring proper response for female voice. Hurston had come to understand, that Martza had referred, "the conflict between the individual's desire, to explore herself and the community's need to stride this to achieve order and stability" (43-54). Like Janie, Hurston also had faced too many obstacles, to find out her self-identity among the maleoriented literary world. The suppressions gain not only in the phase of Whites' reticulation, but also from her own community readers. The emphasis of Janie's character had overcome the social and personal obstacles. This is a portrayal of the uniqueness in Janie, who relates to Hurston's socio-psychological phase.
The introductory scene of Janie at Eatonville is the resemblance of nativity of African American people. Janie had brought up as a blooming bud, that has never been touched by any worldly dusts at her native town. It has represented the African American people's life on their native land. They were very happy without any struggles in their native land. They have migrated towards America for improving their financial crisis. African people's nature is that they were incomparable in physical strength, but very innocent in thinking. They were not aware of that they would never be treated as human beings. Mentally they had been made up their mind, that White people are their soul masters. This is the accurate description of Janie's characterization.
Hurston's determination is exactly transformed through the character of Janie, at last. Janie had introduced as a new flower that blossomed now. She had never touched by any race and gender basements under the preventive care of her grandmother, Nanny. The opening chapter of the novel was depicting the tenderness of Janie with the corresponding beauty of nature, during her teenage. But her life had entered into the trap of marriages. First marriage had taught her the lesson that love had never happened by anything, but the unification of two hearts. So she had left. She got alienation with disappointed. She has found a single chance to express herself. Apart from the sensual pleasures, Janie has felt only loneliness. When she had eloped with Joe Starks, Janie was thinking herself as she had upgraded to the numeric steps at her maturity.
Joe Starks has the motivation of utilizing the hard work and tenderness of Janie, which she had believed as the determination and maturity. She had hidden all her pains only for the sake of protecting her only relationship in the world that is her husband Jody, after the death of Nanny. Janie learns that Jody's exertion of power only stifles her. But just before Jody's death. Janie's repressed power finally breaks through in a stream of verbal relation. Her cruel invective at the dying, Jody measures the depth of his suppression of Janie's inner self. Having begun to find her voice, Janie blows through social trivia to express herself fully. Finally, the expression has formed the medium of noiselessness.
The representation of Janie's silence is looking forward to the liberation and identity. Tea Cake functions as the catalyst that helps drive Janie toward her goals. Like all of the other men in Janie's life, he plays only a supporting role. Janie's blissful marriage with Tea Cake lasts for about two years, then a storm hits like the Everglades, and God takes his glance away. During the raging storm, God seems to be speaking Janie and Tea Cake wait for God to make His move, and when obliteration appears looming, Janie and Tea Cake strike out for higher ground. In a www.tjprc.org editor@tjprc.org heroic struggle against the raw power of nature, they make it, but not before Tea Cake are bitten by a rabid dog in an effort to save Janie. Several weeks later, Janie is forced to kill the man she loves.
The role of Tea Cake is viewed as the social revolutions, that had occurred against the Americans, especially it had the embodiment of the Harlem Renaissance. There are so many social changes, that had been created to find the identity of Black slaves and find a voice, that could be raised against their White Masters' through the arts including literature. The displacement of Janie from Eatonville to Tea Cake's town is the resemblance of Harlem Movement -Black slaves had moved towards Harlem for liberation. Before his arrival, Janie has already begun to find her own identity, as is demonstrated when she finally stands up to Jody. As we see at the end of the over, after Tea Cake's death. Janie remains strong and hopeful; therefore, it's fair to say that Janie is not dependent on Tea Cake. Nevertheless, he does play a crucial role in her development. Instead of that, he has brought remarkable displacements.
The novel ends when it began, with the perceptual world of the narrator, who releases it from the temporal world.
In the way, Janie and Tea Cake achieve a greater freedom in the world tomorrow and Janie triumphs over her critics, the negative community of gossiping women, to whom the reader is introduced in the book's opening scene that draws the sermon together.
Hurston decently and indirectly indicated the African American people, to be a human beings apart from the racial and gender issues. This is the determination of Janie's self-identity, because Janie had not only projected as an individual, but the collection of voice that emphasized for entire African American woman community. Though Tea Cake plays a vital role in Janie's development, he is not an indispensable part of her life, a crucial truth that revealed when Janie shoots him.
He plays a role in her life, helping her to better understand herself. By teaching her how to shoot a gun, ironically, he provides her with the tools that ultimately kill him for happiness, but to help her find happiness and security within herself.
Through, the character of Janie, she had framed the principles for a woman, how to lead a satisfied life to be a woman.
The rules that have been sketched by Zora, helped to lead an upgraded lifestyle for each African American woman. Thus, she had also proved her individuality. The determination of Janie stands for the perseverance of the selfidentity. Though, she has made lots of adjustments and compromises, she has never given up. Lastly, she felt proud of her feminist attitude. She is narcissistic about her feminine identity. She is strong enough to face all her disappointments. But, the language of her mind repeated the same thing, that everything will be a passing cloud. There is no projection of Janie's fallen or depressed thoughts, in the novel. She had overcome all the obstacles, with her grim determination and selfconfidence. Hurston ends Their Eyes Were Watching God, with the following words:
The kiss of his (Tea Cake) memory made pictures of love and light against the wall. Here was the peace. She pulled in her horizon like a great fishnet. Pulled it from around the waist of the world and draped it over her shoulder. So much of life in its meshes! She called in her soul to come and see (184).
Janie's last movement toward the horizon, represents the struggle the corporate black community has to come to terms with the oppressor's negation of its representation. Out of this negation, the mystic consciousness seeks a new beginning in the future by imagining an original beginning. The social implications of the religious experience, enable the oppressed community to dehistorize the oppressor's hegemonic dominance. Metaphorical phrase Their Eyes Were
Watching God means the creation of a new form of humanity -one that is no longer based on the master -slave dialectic.
She exercises autonomy in making her world through language. In Their Eyes Were Watching God, she has proved her multiple dimensional inner self. She has known the euphemistic projection of women's abusements. She has the wisdom of satirizing the social evils that have posed to African American people. She has the incomparable courage to attack the mistakes have been committed by her own community people, under the shadow of searching herself and social identity.
Janie's uniqueness are associated with Zora and the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God, under the title of 'identity crises' through the protagonist, Janie Crawford, as an exact species of Zora Neale Hurston. In spite of, diverged emphasize of ideas in the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God Janie, the protagonist has attained her goal of cultural independence as a Black woman, Janie's incessant struggles lead her to reach self-identity, which served an inspiration to all women. Janie's conception of death reveals the manner in which language itself is alive, with the history and the historical to the leads of the emergence of an African American culture in a Eurocentric world.
In the pulling fishnet around her shoulders, Janie asserts the bleakness. An optimist and romantic, Janie seeks a large space for herself and she likes story; her quest involves the women's timeless search for freedom and self-identity.
Janie, in her movement to stick the horizon, that is in the successful execution of her performance via the sermon, if transformed from blues figure to clairvoyant. In doing so, she both achieves self-identity and assumes a communal role traditionally reserved for males. She appreciates the troops for evocation and reunion in order to insert her voice, into history. The logical conclusion to Janie's female-centered discourse can be applied to the contemporary women in the world.
People in contemporary social status, have to be more patient like Janie. The present age people, particularly, women find so many opportunities to flourish their life in contemporary circumstances. But, they have lost their life due to lack of patience and do never possess the stuff to tackle the problems. They have preferred to escape from the trouble, which they have predicted as a permanent solution. Life has to move on whatever happens. Rather than struggling with mental problems, they can attempt to understand causes and circumstances. The self understanding can only give clarity to the mind.
